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The “Book of Numbers™ acquired its name from the census which
takes place here at the opening of the book see Yoma s6b). While
at first glance, head-counting may appear to be a-rather simple,
almost trivial pursuit, Chasidic thought explains that the census
recordec| here in our Parsha was a profound event which touchied on
the very core of the Jewish spirit.

When a group of peopie are counted, everybody is equal. No
person is counted twice, however important he may be, and even the
rost insignificant person is counted once. What, then, are we
actually counting? It is not our personalities, our talents, our wealth,
our knowledge or our esteem; rather, we are counting our yery
identities.  Thus when jewish people are counta—ﬁys Chasidic
thought—the "nucleus” of our Jewish identities {possessed by all fews
equally) is stimulated and brought to the surface.

This “rucleus” of jewishness is respansible for the remarkable
dispiay of courage among countless Jewish peaple wha, throughout

‘THE BOOK 0f NUMBERS _ _ ‘
history, were threatened-with death if they refused to renounce their

Judaism. For a person-who had dedicated his iife to the practice of
Judaism, one can understand that he might sacrifice-his Tife because

Judaism is his raison d'etre. But logic would dictate that_another
person, less committed 1o Jewish pract, willingto -
“toferafe” 3 momentary lapse in observance to save his lifz, Tven a

A__%-Mﬂr "
very pious person coifd™3iEe fhat he would later merfcrrhfs

1enm7é 5€ with tesnuvah (repentancel..., v -
1A fact, mﬁsmm‘;: countless
broad cross-spectrum of backgrounds lincluding the non-observant)
gave up their lives rather than transgress. Why? Because their jewish

“nucleus” is always alive; as Rashi writes, “Hg counts them all the -

Hme” isee Classic Guestions 1o v. 11, And when this Godly spark comes
to the surface, any few will naturaily feel that his Jewish identity is so
important that he is not willing to compromise it, even for a moment.

- {Based on Likutel Sichos vo!, 8 p 16
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